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Eph. 5. 16. Redeeming the T ime. 


Ie HE Apoſtle here gives many Leſſons ; exhorting 1. to love, 
Walk in love, as Chriſt alſs bath loved us; 2, To fly tornication, 
But fornication, and all uncleaneſs, or covetowſneſs, let it aot 
be once named amongſt you, as becometh Saints, 3. Toavoid in- 
timate, dear,or familiar converle with gracelcts men, Be not, 
gd ye therefore partakers with:them for ye were ſometimes darkeneſs, 
WO} but now are you light, walk as Children of light. 4. To walk 
e warily,cxadtly,circumſpetly, See ther that ye walk circumfpety, 
yt ar fools, but as wiſe, And this laſt he amplitics from an ctt;@, which teſtifies 
a circumſpe&, exaQ, and acurate walking, to wit, Redeemi ng the time, &c. 

Jamonly to learn you ſome part of this laſt Leflon ; wherein you have 1. The 
inftruRion it ſelf, See that you walk circumſpetily. 2. The amplification of this in- 
fruQion 3 and that is cither from the reaſon binding to it, #0t as fools, but ar wiſez 
or from the cf{e& teſtifying of it, Redeeming the time. 

1. For the inſtruRion it ſelf, See that ye walk circumſpedtly,axpics, exatily, preciſely; 
no word fits the Greek better than this it, comes of two words, m3 = axe, x 73 
fder, ' which fignifie to go to the extremity of a thing + we muſt be willing to go to 
the utmoſt of every Command, To which purpoſe are thoſe precepts, to be hot 54 Re- 


ligion, Rev, 3-16. to be zealows of good works, Tit, 2. 14, to be fervent in ſpirit, Rev. 3 i6- 
Rom. 12.11. to ſtrive to enter in «t the ſtrait Gate, Luk. 13. 24. with an holy vio- Tit. 2. 14- 


ence td lay bold upox the Kingdom of Heaven, Matth. 11.12, But this is not the point 


Ron, 12. il. 


; Luke 1:. 24; 
T hall now infilt on. ' Mat. 11:12; 


2. For the reaſon binding to it, not as fools, but as wiſe, Tt points to us, that 
exaFneſr, or preciſeneſs in boly walking is a fruit of true Iiſedom. Luther brings in 
the men of the World objcQing againſt him, Nam tx ſolus ſapis? Num ſolus i« Dev 
places? What ? are you the onely Wiſe man in the World ? do you onely pleaſe God ? 
The anſwer was cafic from this Text, that exat walking, or 2 ſtrict converſation, is 
the fruit of Wiſedom, But neither is this the point that I (hall inſiſt on. 

3 - For the effec teitifying of it , Redeeming the time, If ] may open,the words, 
7. By time is meant oppertunity, whigh either it taken for the whole courſe of our 
remaining life, or for ſuch and ſuch particular occafions as God doth offer to this or 
that particular duty 3 and both theſe may be underfiood here: 2, By Redeeming the 
time, is meant cither the avoiding of ſome hinderances, which would take us oft trom 
the opportunity z*or the recompencing of ſome former unfruicfulncſs , which hath 
been in the former part of our life : or a gaining, ſtreching, improving of tinie- by 
embracing all the occaſions of doing all the good we cando ; and we (hall diſcover 
anon, that all theſe may be underſtood here, In the mean time we lay down this 
Polition as a neceflary, fundamental, Evangelical truth,that time maſt be Redeemed Look 
oit all ye thatfear God z herein will your ſpiritual Wiſcdom, and cxa&t walking 
appear, even in Redeemjng tbe time, | 

In the proſecution of this point, I ſhall r. give yau the 3n. 2, The _. 3. The 
in" And then come to Application. 

1+ That time muſt be redeemed, the very Heathens confirmit 3 * Twas the ſaying 
of one Pittacxs, one of the ſeven Wiſc-men, 91921925r, know time ; loſe not a minute. 
Thepbraſtus had another ſaying near to this, Sumptur pretioſiſimus tem pus : time 
is of pretious coft, Pliny ſceing but his Nephew at Ikiture, taking (orre curnes in 
his walk, was ſo very ſtri&, that he tells bim, Non licet bas Horas perdere, be ſhould 
not loſe ſo many precious bours, When Titus the Son of Veſpaſien who rcvenged, 

A Chrnitis 


Redeeming the time. 


Chriſt's blood on Feruſalem, returned vicor to Rome, remembring one night, 3 

had doneno good ghat day he crycd out to his friends, Fes perdidi diem! Q yy, 7 
1 have loſt a day | Little do we think of loſing time, and is not this our ſhame ? {{ (1 © 
wen without God and Chriſt, without Law and Goſpel, withcuc all the pronij, 
of God and Chriſt in Law or Goſpel, could ſay thus much, how may they riſe yg, 
judgment againſt many of us * But we cite net them, as though we ſiood in neeg,; 
rheir learning 3 the Apoſiles themſelves give it us in charge, walk in Wiſedn ,. 


Gol. 4. 5. - . 
hk 15- wards them that are without, redeeming the time, and exhort one another while it i; / 


led ro day, left any of you be bardened through the deceirfulneſs of ſin, And again, whi; 
1Pet. 137.18. ;+ ;5 ſaid to day, if 'ye will bear bis voice, harden not your bearts. And,paſs the tin 


1 Pet. 4. 3- of your ſojourning here with fear , foraſmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed gi, 


corraptible things, but with the pretions blood of Chriſt. q. d. Chriſt redeeny} 
you, and therefore you had need to redeem the time. For #be t3me paſt of owr life ny 
ſuffice us to bave wrought the will of the Gentiles, ——ſo thas bencefor #h we ſhould 
_ 6. 6, ſerve ſin, _—or no longer ſhould we live thereſt of our time in te fleſh to the uſt of ny, 
Gal. 10-96» put to the will of God, _—— Let us aot be weary in well-doing, for in due ſeaſon we jy) 
reap if we faint not , as we bave therefore opportunity, let us do good wnto all mer, |; | 
is Hieroms ſaying upon theſe words, O how ſhort 5s this race of my life ? bow ſhirt i 
- Breve vit® thjy time now it hand? my ſtudying, preaching, writing, correfing, reading, what i; j 
5 nn but a gaiuing or a looſing of my time ? | 
— * 2. What is it to redeem the time? I anſwer, it comprehends theſe py. | 
John 4+ ticulirs, | | 
; 1. An avoiding any thing which would hinder us from taking the opportunity, | 
you ask, what are theſe hinderances? I anſwer, 1. Ignorance z many think theyu; 
not in ſo lixait a manner to be accountable for time. Jt is a general opinion of th; 
groſſely ignorant, that if they can but piſs away in time without doing any hum 
( as they lay ) they are well enough, as if no account of time might be given tal; 
they are ignorant of this principle, that they are to improve, and tor edeem the ting ;, 
Slothfulnefs; this makes men heedleſs, or carcleſs of their time: As it iswith the (ly, 
gard, Tet a little more ſleep, a little more ſlumber, a little more folding of the arni » 
ſleep, So it is with the idle perſon, Let tbis boxr, and this day beſpent in doing within, 
O the many golden hours, and days, and years that many thouſands ſpend, andy 
cannot give the leaſt account whercin cither they have glorified God, or ſerved thei 
generations, 3. Loye of fieſhly liberty: Alas, what care they for redeeming tine 
who are (ct on their luſts and libertics to ſin ? All the care they have, it is meerly to 
eat, and drink, and play : fcnſaal pleaſures are the whole fiudy of theſe men, ad 
if they can but enjoy them, let time ſlip away as it will, they never it 
ard if, 
, 2. Arccompenting of (ome former unfruitfulne(s : *Z<929%s hath this interpretati 
on, itisa ecdceming ( as it were ) of that jewel of time that hath been formerly lol, 
As a travailer that hath long ſiayed at an Tnife, when he finds the night comming 
upon him, he mends his pace, and goes as many miles in an hour or two, 4 it 
did before in many. This me thinks comes neareſt to the word Redimo, i 
redeem, or to buy back again. Iris taken ( (ay ſome ) from the cuſtom and pradtict 
of wiſe Merchantsor Tradeſ men, who vic to buy their commodities while fit time 
of buying ſerves, and while the market holds; and having; haply had great loſſes, 
or formerly ſpent their time idly or unthriftily, they do by their after diligence ſeek 
to redeem, and ( aSit were )to buy back again the time that is paſt. 

3. An embracing of all occafions for ating graces, and doing good; and this agrees 
with che zeafon following, for the dayes are evil. q.d. Look to your elves, for thelt 
are hard and diſmal times; now is much corruption, and great perſecution, and the 
opportunity of good is cxceedingly ſtrained; and therefore it is very needful tocatch 
at time, and tolay hold on an opportunity, both to exerciſe graces, and to be doing 
as much good as you may, while the time permitteth, / muſt work the works of him 
John g. 4. that ſent me, while it is day, (aith Chriſt, the night cometh when no man can work : 
Jehn1:. 35 And, yet alittle while and the light is with you, walk while ye bave the light, leſ dark 
Gal. 6.10. meſs come upon you : And las we bave opportunity, let us de good wito all men, eſpecially 

20 them who are of the bouſhold of faith. Mark theſe ſayings, while it 5 c alled #0 OD 
and while the light is with you ; and while zou have opportunity. Thus you fcc mw , 


Cor. 6, 10, 


Put 
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Redeeming the time. 


| But why multi time be redeemed ? what neccthity tor that ? Ianſwer —— 
i. In reſpe& of time paſt, Alas, many a goldeu feaſon have we lolt, how many 
hours, and dayes, and morths, and years haye we ſpent idly, and done littie gone? 
Is it not time then to lay hold of every opportunity to redeem: me pati? Wavn God 
brought us forth into this world, his commands were upon us © work in i1is vince 
yard,and to that purpoſe he deiigned to every one his timeithus many dayes or mont 7, 
or years ſhall you every one live, and while you live be imploying theſe and theje talents, it 
is my command apon all the ſons of men, intheſweat of thy face ( 1, e, ot thy brow , or 
of thy brain ) ſhalt thor eat bread, till thou return unto the ground, and why then dv ye G 
ftard all the dayidle? mhy are ye not in the work, andeſpecially inthe workof the Lor {? 
Now if this be ſo, that there 15 (uch a command, and that we haze broke this com+ 
mand at ſuch a time , ard fuch a time, is it not our duty, and is there not cruſe ry 
redeem the time? A tcllow that hath loytered a great part of the day in his bulinets, 
and yet muft needs finiſh his work, will he not toy] and (weat at it towards night ? 
will he not double his pains, and put all his lirength to it f So we, having not oncly 
been (lick in our butinets about Gods ſervice, and flow in the way towards Heayen, 
but even tor many yeares having perhaps run in a quite contrary courſe, and done the 
Devils work, how ſhould we now towards the night of our natural life, and in the 
conclulion of the ſhort ſpan thereof, ſpare no paines, double our diligence, prefs hard 
cothe price of the high calling with an holy kind of violence, lay hold upon the 
Kingdom of Heaven, with all zcal, courage, and reſolution labour toredeem palt, be- 
caulc it is palt ? This our reaton, 

2. [n refp«Ct ot time prefents Itis buta moment on which depends eternal blifs 
or wor, if we have loft time pali, and it we do loſe time preſent, we may be undone 
for ever, lo this relpect may we lay of time, as Boax faid to his kin{man {concerning 
Knth, /f you will redeem it, redeemit ; never think of redeeming it to mozrow, or the 
other day g or here3ftcy ; for no time 15 properly yours but the preſent time. Behold 
mow is the accepred time behold now is the day'of ſalvation: now while I am ſpeaking 
and you, hearing; now er: the night be done or the next day comes on. Oh why thould 
wetiific away the time which is properly ours, and promiſe to our felves great things 
in a tive which is none of ours? When Chriſt mourned over Ferwuſalenm he bemoans it 
thus, If ther badjt known ,even thou at leaſt in this thy day, the things belonging to 
thy peace + So may I mou over you, if thou hadſt known, even thou at /eſt in 1his 
thy day : when's that ? while Minitters call and you hear, this is your day 3 and there- 
fore he (hat never heard efteRually, let him hear now ; it is now high time to awake 
out of that curſed ſecurity wherein you lie 3 the Lord is now come near, Chrilt Jeſus is 
calling,mercy is intreating,and wiſedom iscven hoarſe with crying aſter you,if you lote 
this time, this hour of grace, who knows whether ever you thall enjoy ſuch another 
ſeaſon? Oh take time by the forchead ! poſt eſt #ccaſio calvazit will be too late ſoon. Now 
the Lord calls, and now it-concerns us to beltirr our fclves upon theſe grounds. 

1. B:cauſe now are evil dayes 3 the very reaſon in theText : thee are the laſt rimes, 
which the Apoſtle calls perilioxs times, and why perillous ? For men ſhall belevers :f 
ther own ſelves, covetous, boaſters, proud, blaſphemers, &:, One would think it ra- 
ther an Hiftory than a Prophecic of our daycs, Oh is it not time now, if ever, ts 
reedeems the time, | 

2. Bccauſe now are dayes of light : notwithſtanding the evils of ſome or moſt in 
compariſon, vet many glorious truths do now appear ; the Devil, I know, now brings 
torth his ware, but withal God fs now a communicating many bleſſed truths, In rc» 
ped of us, our fathers before, and tince the Reformation were in great darkneſs y the 
candle of God now ſhines upon this Nation with extraordinary light: And what then ? 
Why therefore it concernes us to redeem the time ; This is the Apoſtles argument, The 4.17. ze. 
me of this ignorance God winks at but now be commaudeth every man every where t0 
repeat. -This is another reaſon, 

3- In r«(pe& of time to come : I ſhall inftance onely in time of death, and time 
ot judgment. 

I, Dcathisat hand,and then we caanot redeem the time : So the Preacher, Fhate Ecclef, g, 10; 
ſorver thy hand findeth t» doe, doe it with thy might, for there is n» work,, nor device, 
wr knowledge, nor wiſedom in the grave whiter thou goeſt. q. d. It there beaany thing 
tobe doue, if there be any duty God requires, doc it in life, tor when death ſhall 
come there ſhall be no more preaching, praying, hearing. The grave cannot praiſe la.33.18.194 
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thee, death cannot celebrate thee, they that go dowa into the pit cannot bope for thy truth; 
the living, the living beſhall praiſe thee, as I do this day 
2, Our doom tor cternit y of joyes or woes drawes on apac?, and is even at the 
door. Then I am ſure, account mutt be given for time , as well as for all other thiags, 
Come, will Chrilt ſay, give an account of thy ſtewardſhip , of all things done in the fleſh, 
and of every mement of time ; bow didji thou ſpend ſuch 2 day, ſuch a Sabbath ? was nog 
ſuch 8 day ſpent ſinfally, or very unprofitably, and was it ever redeemed? Here's a req. 
ſon indecd to force on us this duty. Butot this and other xcafons I hall ſpeak more in 
the motives, when I cxhort you toit. 
Uſe. 1. Well then, is it ſo, that :ime muſt be redeemed ? this may reprove ſeveral ſorts of per. 
ſons ; as ” 
I. The idle 3that arc ſo far from redeeming time, that they are perpetually loſing 
time. This was the tin of Sodom, pride, frelneſs of bread: and abundance of idleneſs, 
was in her, Give me leavea little to lay open this in, Surely this tin is the foun- 
tain of all tins; by doing nothing we ſhall be fure co learn how to doe ill, Ir is (aid 
of Rome, trac during the time of their Ways with Gartbage, and other cncmixcs jn 
Aftics, they knew not what vice meant 3 but no ſooner had they got the conquel, 
than through 1dlcne(s they came to ruiv. Rult you know will fret into the hardeſt 
Tron. if it be not uſed 3 ſo vice will infect the bet heart, if given toidlencts. Stand. 
ing, Watcr 154o0ner frozen than the running ſtreams and he that fitteth is more ſubs 
jc co ſleep than he that walketh 3 fo theidle man 1s far more ſubject to temptation 
than he that is profitably exerciled. Idieneſs is the Devils ſpecial opportunity ; and 
we have an inttance in David's idiene(s, who at, that time, was ſet on by the Devil to 
commit other tins of Adultery and Murder. But this is a fin that very boyes in Schools 
can declame againſt s and if it were nat that I fee many amongſt us ſpend their time 
ſo very unprotitably, I had not once named it, Oh think oft ! If a, Maſter ſhould 
ſect a Iig1t upon 2 Candlcftick, and give his fervant food, and time, and all things 
conventcnt wherewith to work, yet when he comes to ſee it his task be finiſhed, he 
finds that the meat is walicd, the time is ended, the Candle to the very ſocket burned, 
and lictle or nothing of the work is furthered, how would ſuch a ſervant excuſe hin» 
{lf unto his Maſter ? And is it not ſo with many of you ? God hath given you meat, 
drink, and time ; he hath given you Candle, Fire, and matter 3 but what haveyou 
done ? Is not the lamp of your life  almott conſumed, and yet you have not 
Marth. 20. 6, finiſhed the work that was given you to doe # Ob why ftazd ye bere all the 
day idle? | 
. The voluptuous : theſe miſpend their time as ill as the former, They take 
Job 21.12, 13, the timbre! and barp and, rejoyceat the ſound of the organ they ſpend their dayes inmirth, 
They waſte the fat and marrow ( asit were ) of precious time, even the flowerdf 
their age ,in froth and folly. Lord, that men ſhould live upon earth,as Liviathanin 
the Sea, onely to take their ſport and paſtime therein ! We have (een the (ad Catas 
ſtrophe of ſome who have led ſuch lives; and I believe till there is a generational 
wen, that except they becontinually exerciſed in varicty of pleaſurcs, they are (ore 
troubled with time; what clſe is the meaning of all thoſe paſſe-times ( as they 
call them ) but' onely a concatenation of ſuch delights as pleaſe the flelb, 
that time may not bero tedious weariſome unto them ? Little doe theſe men 
; Prefens tempus conlider that ſaying of Chryſojtome, Ti: preſent time is not for melting into mirth, 
non effundendi but for lamentation an4 muurning; th: D:vil omits #1 time to burt you, for beknows 
ned = bis time is ſhort , ftillis be laying bis ſnares to intrap mens ſouls , he goes about like 8 
| Chryſ. Fl 4 roaring Lion to devour 1 be roars , and fumes ,ond fliſhes out fire againſt your $ al0a* 
5+ad Epheſ, tion; and doe you: ſit (till, and jovially jeſt it out ? Hark in your cars ! tbe preſet 
Ser. 1;. time is not for mrith, (aith Chryſoſtome, no, no, the preſent time is for veriuous 
actions, to do the great buſineſs tor which you were born, to mourn, and ſorrow, 
and ſue out your pardon, and not to ſpend it in jollity, and fleſhly delights, If a con- 
d-mned man had two or three dayts granted him to tue out his pardon, were that 4 
time for pleaſure and ſports 7 Surely the ſentence of death is upon all ficb; Is 
the day that thou eatejt thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die z onely alittle uncertain time Þ 
granted ro ſur out our pardon in the name of Carilt : why then doc you flip away you 
time (infully, and will not redeem it ? : 
3. The godly themſclves : Alas, the beſt arc ſhort in this duty of redeeming 1 


Ezck. 16, 


Gen, 2. I7s. 
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De, Did not the Lord complain againſt his own people, the Stork in the Heaven Je 8:87: 


oweth ber appointed times , and the Turtle, and the Crane, and the Swallow obſerve 
by ime of their coming, but my people kxow #0t the judgment of the Lord. C rtainly 
Codfcown people doc not lo improve,” as they ought, tho: many gracious {ei{ons of 
Jove which th. Lord affords them. O the omilhons of Dutics, and commiltons of 

ils whereot we all ſtand guilty ! of how many good hours have we bcen 111 Hus- 
4 $? I ſhall not need toreckon up our times of 1ntafcy when we knew nothdag, 
or of childhood when we knew very little, nor of youth when we knew not much 
of that we ought to know z but lince our riper years, yea tince the time of our re- 
y neracy, how prodigal have we bccn of th1> prectous commodity of time? thoſe that 
4 exaQ diaries can cafily tel) you, ſuch au bowr loſt, and ſuch ax hour ill ſpent ; this 
dey 1 did little good, and the otber day I ſinned againjt my G14. © It in thiscaſe ] may 
ſpcak out My own EXPcriences, I muſt uceds acknowledge that mia: y and many a 
day I have loft ſuch and ſuch an opportunity, and now . hat evil days come thick up. 
on me, wherein I would gladly redeem mny days, oh how ſlow and backward am I 
as yet in this Heavenly Duty 1 My dear brethe m, T1 ſhall not oncly r« prove you, but 
my ſelf in this: O why art thou ſo dull, and lifileſs, and heavy, O my ſoul? Awake, 
awoke! tirr up thy ſelf, and with redou' led diligence fall to the work of redeeming time, 
while yet the 11me, the day, the ſeaſon, the opportunity of grace, of Heaven, or of Sal- 

08 lajterb. 
ur A tzme be redeemed? why then let me exhort you by the meckneſs and gen- 
fleneſs of Chriſt to be in the exerciſe of this Dut\, Oh redeem your tim: | avoid all 
thoſe hinderances that would take you oft ; recompence your former untruittulneſs by 
after»diligence z <mbrace all occations ot acting grace, and doing good, I might dilate 
on all h:1c particulars z but 1 thill contrad all in theſe very words, Redeem the time, 
oþ redeem your time, 

The motives betides the former reaſons may be theſe, 

1. Timeis ever on the wing, and fiayes for no min. The Scriptiire is very fall 
of -bis z we meet with many fimilitudes hinting at the ſudden, inviſible motion of 
time, My dayes are ſwifter then a poſt, they fly away z they are paſſed away as the 
ſwift Ships, as the Eagle that baſtetb to the prey. See how Fob here multiplies COM 
pariſons, that it we will not learn by the firſt, we might learn by a (econd, or by a 
third : Gee we to the land, and there we fee time on the ſpur, in the ſwift riding 
poſt; goc we to the Sea, and there we ſee time upon the wind, in the (wift failing 
Shipz goe we to the aire, and there we fee time upon the wing, 1a the ſwift flying 
Exglc. Hence the Ancients emblem'd time with wings, as if it were not onely run» 
ning, or ſailing, but flying. Oh how fadit is to {ce men liye as if time had leaden 
heels, and not ſwift wings z or as if #:me would any time [tay our leaſure, and not be 
gone, Be not deceived, you that are weary of time, either now redeem it, or you 
will one day cry out, bat bath pride profited us ? or what good hath riches with our 


veunting brought us? All theſe things are paſſed away like a ſhadow, and as Poſt that 
paſſeth by ; or as a Ship z—— or as #@ Bird; -— 0r as an Arrow ; even ſo 
we, &c. 


2, AStime is ſwift, (o our time is ſhort. The Heavens indeed are faid to be of 
ſwift motion, but of long continuance ; but our time is otherwile, When the Cos 
rintbians propounded divers cafes of conſcience, after ſome anſwers the Apoſtle gives 
them in this : But this I ſay, brethren, the time is ſhort ; or time is cut off : he alludes 
fo Sea-fearing men that have almoſt done their Voyage , and begin to frike ail. 
Time was in the beginning of the World that men might ſay, I may, by courſe of 
Nature, live a matter of fix, or ſeven, or cight, or nine hundred years; but now God 
hath ſo caſt out the time of our age, that ſo ſoon as we begin our Voyage, we are 
ready to firike fail :we have but a little 4ime 3 If I ſhouldm:aſurc it out, what is it but 


an Ell, a Span , an Inch , a Point > And is it not time then to redeem tbe 
time ? 


Uſe 2. 


Job. FD 2 $,26, 


Wd. 5: 8, 9+ 
10, lu, IzZg 13» 


1 COr.7. 29. 


' 3- Time isnot onely ſwift and ſhort, but nothing, I ſay a very nothing in com- 
pariſons As ſome creatures arc ſaid to be nothing in compariſon of others. 
What is the Ant to the Elephant; or the Shrimp to the Whale ? what is 
the whole body of the Earth to the body of the Heavens ? So is our time as nothing 


B 2 


to all time;and all time is as nothing to Eternity, David that found out a ſhort di- 
menfion 
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menſion of his time conſidered abſolutely , orinit (elf, Bebald thou baſt mii wy 4, 
as an hand-breath ;, yet he could find out no. dimention : litthe enough tor 
compared with God, Mine age is as nothing before thee. God's being cbaliſi; if One 
Eternal now ; but mans time is divided into palt, preſcnt, and to come ;three nothinee 
which being aldeg together amogat in the total to this Sum, Mine aye is ys wal 
before thee, Oh that we would contider of this language of the Holy Ghoſt! yy, 
it not enough, think you, toput us on this Duty of improving and trading our tit | 
while the time is ours, and while this ſhort time lafteth ? 

4+ Though time be ſwift and ſhort, and as nothing in compariſon, yet is it a cow, 
modity more precious than the Gold of Opbir, It herein we might hicar loſt Souls 
utter themſelves, Oh what would they fay ? or what would they give for a little 
that little time they had on carth?If the Lord by Divtac andExtraordiniry difpentaign 
would but grant them one months time to come hither again, and to make a new 
trial, do you think they would not prize this grant * would they not elteem thu 
Jittle ſhort Golden fcaſon of grace at an high and mighty rate 5 Would they not mie 
ufe ofevery opportunity to lay hold of Heaven, and to eſcape thole tires wheic 
now they arc burning, frying, and flaming? O yes! if you would then tempt 
them, (aying, Come, ſpendthis hour merrily; would they noc anſwer ; alas, wthay 
but one montbs time to live here in this World, and ben we muſt either to Hell aggiy 
or if we improve our time well, we mult} to Heaven; and what? ſhall we triffe pi 
this time of trial and of grace in offending God ? fhall we caft away our Souls again y 
gratifie you, 0” to pleaſe our own fleſh, for ſo little a time as we bave now to live? Oh Gy 
forbid | avoid Satan | avoid all Temptations | welcome now all thoſe meſſengers if thy 
wen that will bring us the glad tidings, the tenders, the offers of Chriſt and of $ilyg 
tion! let not oneſandin the hour-glaſs ran , but let us bedoing ſome good ; let thit hays 
be ſpent in prayer, and the next in meditation, and the next in hearing of God'r Wn, 
nd the next in theexerciſe of this aud that grace,and ſo 6n ;, bat rot one bour infix,Why 
ſurcly thus wouldJthey prize and improve the time, that know by wotul experience 
what it is to loſe rhe time. And by this we may gueſs the worth of #3me, oh it is pretion 
ſo pretious that if all the Earth were turncd into Gold, it could not purchaſe one aj 
nute of it, Me thinks this motive ſhould work, and now that we have alittle time, it 
ſhould prevail with us to redeem the time, 

5. Our time hath been a very linful time. Ah my brethren, think over your Ig! 
norance, unbelicf, worldlineſs, covetouſneſs, pride, malice, luſts, lukewarmnek, 
3mpaticnce, diſcontentedneſs, vain-glory, (clf love, wandring and wicked imagine 
tions: in a word, all your pollutions, diftempers, eftrangedneſ(s from God in the 
time of your unregeneracy ;z oh were not thofe ſinful, abominable, and rebellious 
times : or be it (o that your gracious God hath lince thoſe times wrought in you <> 
feRually his aving grace, have you not fince. then loſt your firſt love, or at let 
grown remiſs, and cold, and lukewarm init # Say then, ſpeak out your heartsand 
tell me, is it not time now to remember from whence you arc fallen, and-to repent, 
and to do your firſt works? Bleſſed Mr. Bolton hath a ſaying, that 3f it were puſſible 


Nis tine 


| that any uncomfortable paſſion were incident to a glorified Saint in Heaven, he wouldbe 


ſorry, and tranſported with extream anger and indignation againſt himſelf that hews 
20t a meer greedy ingroſſer ( as it were ) and improver of time for doing « xcellently wp 
Earth, and that every bour, eſpecially after bis Converſion, was not Crowned with ſom: 
rare and more remarkable exploit, with ſome more ſpecial and noble ſervice for the glot- 
fying of that moſt bountiful and ever-bleſſed God, who bath now bonored bim with ſuc 
3inſpeakable glory, in the Kingdem of Heaven, But ifno ſuch pallion is tn gloriticd Saints, 
JT am ſurc wc haveall cauſe cnough to loeth our fſclves in ous own tight for our in 
quitics, and for our abominations. O come, let this be a mctive to ſpur us 0n,a0d 
to quicien uy in this duty of Redeeming the time, becauſe our dayes were evil. 

' 6. The Scriptures ſpeak of a remarkable ſet time of grace, a time of viſitation, Luke 
19. 44. 4 time of Salvation, 2 Cor, 6+ 2, a time whileſt God may be found, Pal, 326 
a time when he holds out the Golden Secpter, Elther 5.2. a time wherein the Fountain 
Tunneth,” and the ſpirit proclameth , Ho, every on that thi-ſteth come ye to the Watts, 
Ifa.55. 1. . Thus Jeruſalem had her time 3 and all the ſeveral Churghes in Afia hid 
thcir time 3 and now England, Scotland, and Ireland have their time 3 and it 


'miſ-improve this time, and walk unworthy of this grace and Goſpel of Chriſt, ths 


Plal, 95. 1h 


time will have an end, this Sun will go.down at Noon, and (ct upon our heads, 
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day, if you will bear myvoice harden nos yoar bearts, ſaid God to I{rael ; but they hard- 
ned their hearts, and therefore God ſware to them in bis wrath that they ſhould ne- 
ver enter into bis reſt, Ttit be ſo with us asit was with Ifracl in the wilderneſs, we 
doe not know but this very day the Lord may clap an Oath upon our heads, that we 
ſhall never enter into Nis reſt, Oh then that we would learn of the Ant, that gas 
thereth her meat in the Summer- time * Oh that while we haye this time of grace, 
we would redeem the time in praying, reading, hearing, meditating, and trealuring 
up the things belonging to our peace ! This time is a {ct-time that haftens away:and 
wecann2t with Foſhrz,bid the Sun ftand fill. O then let us ſay, This is our time,and 
therefore wbat we will do for our Souls, we will do it now, Surcly better it IS 0 Ic» 
deem it now, than to wiſh ia pain and torment for the time again when 1t is patt 
redemption Dy 

7. The time,is a coming, yea it is near, eyen at the door, when t:me ſhall be 
ny more. This is the voice of the ſeventh Angel, And the Angel which | ſaw jtanding hon emi 
upon the Sea and upon the Earth, liftedup bis band to Heaven, and ſwa re b, bim that 
liveth for ever and ever,that there ſhould be time no longer, Who was this? a man ? no, 
an 4ngel : and what, did he lay 1t F no, be ſware #t 3 how (ware it, by himſelf? no, 
he (ware it by bim that lives for ever ; and what? that time ſhould be little? no, it 


' ſhould be no longer, 1:me ſhould be no more, Needs mult this time come, that hath 


all theſe circumltances to confirm if, And what if this 1ime ſhould come even in your 
time? what ifnow the ſeventh Angel thould lift up his hand to Heaven, and take 
this Oath ? If this time be far oft as tothe general Judgment ( which I cannot think) 
yet ſure I am, and without all peradventure, that it is not far off tothee and me, It 
may be before this year, this month, this week , this night be done, that God may 
fayto his Angel, Go to ſuch a man,and ſuch a woman,l will give them no more time;bring 
them bitber,and bere let them give an account what they have done with all thr time , for 
I muſt bave a reckoning of all 14me paſt, And then comes in, Imprimis, ſo much time 
in Drinking and Revelling z Item ſo much time in Idling, Sporting, playing, &c. Ob, 
wil God (ay, were theſe things I gave you time for f no, no, it was for Heaven and Sal» 
vation you bad your time; and if that time be miſ-improved, away, away time, and now 
enter Eternity upox theſe Souls. Is not here a motive to make us lopk about us? Oh 
my brethren, now, now if ever, redeem the time , for anon time will be gone, and 
then ſucceeds eternity, eternity, eternity, | | 

But what are the means for redeeming time ? I anſwer,—— 

They are ſo many, that I may have notime to enumerate the Particulars z ſhall 
we inftance in ſome ? you muſt pray, read; hear the Word, meditate, and watch 0- 
ver your hearts with extraordinary induitry 3 mortific your members which are upon 
the Earth, as pride, covetoulneſs, luſts, &c. grow up in grace, clear 'up your cviden- 
ces aghialt that day when all ſhall (tand naked btfore that great and glorious Judge, 
&c, And theſe, and all other Duties ( of which anon ) muſt be donic while the day 
lafteth, Here's a great work, and a little time doth it not concern you to beltit 
your ſelves? It a man have much to write, and but a little Paper to write on, he muſt 
wilte (mall, and thick, and cloſe as ever he can ; So muſt you do. ] verily believe 
there's not one Soul amongſt us bur he may find oub hundreds and thouſands of ſins to 
repent him of 3 he may tind out many and many a Partrculax Duty that he ſhould be 
exerciſed in from morning to evening, and from evenivg to morning) ſo that 'tis a 
wonder how he can ſparc any time at all for any thing elſe. Well then, up and be 
doing ; loſe not a minute, but be in the uſe and exerciſe of ſome of thele Dutys. 
Thee are the means, and in the uſe of theſe means you inay ( by the Lords help and 
grace concurring ) redeem your time, 

One Objection | would remove. It may be the dey of grace is done, the gate of mercy 
2 nh ſout; and if ſo, bow is it poſſible for me to redeem the time? 1 an- 

{of SO 

I. By way of Conceſſion. 1 believe there is a day of grace indeed, and if that Sun 
ſet, it will never, never riſe again, "If thous badſt known, even thou at leaſt in this thy 
day, the things belonging to thy peace, but now are they bid from thineeyes, q. d, Now Luk. 19. 44- 
5the gate of mercy (aur, there is no means of grace or Salvation for cycr hercafter to 
be hoped for, As thefc is no Market or Fair-day that laſtcth alwaycs; if the Coun» 
try will not come in, the Tradef-man will at laſt put up his wares 2 So the Lord's 
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ſtanding may be open, and his ſhop ſet wide tor (uch and ſucha time.z but if Souls 
will not come in, and buy without mony and. without price, he will at laſt put up his 
wares ( all his jewels of grace ) and then be gone. ZN 
2. Though it be true that there isa day of grace,and that this day may ſet; yet in re. 
ſpe of us the Miniſters ofChriſt,we cannot determine itz and therctorefo long as yoy 
AQ live we call ill, ob repentlob redeem your time!I may add,in rc{pe ot your (elves,it js net 
tix youto know tbe times and ſeaſons which God bath put in bis own power. And the com> 
mandement of Faith ſtanding in forcc on you ſo long as you live, and thereforce yoy 
arc ſtill to look to your Duty of redeeming the time, . 

3. It may be this day, this night, this Sermon, this very hour may be thy day of 
grace, Hearken ! is not Chriſt's Spirit now a knocking? is not Chritt himfcl{ new 
offcring mercy to thy Soul ? O ye ſons of men that have miſ-improved your time, will ye 
#ow at leaſt in this your day he wiſe to dalvation ? wby now I cail to your heats; mow 
I command you to open your everlaſting doors, that I, tbe King of G'ory, may come in oþ 
let this be thetime of love ! Come, give me your bearts, and now redeem the time, Away, 
away with all obj<ctions, fcruples, cavils that may hinder this Duty, and now, even 
now,hearken to this voiceef Chriſt,or of the Spirit otChiiſt, that your Suuls may live, 

| 3. Muſt time be redeemed? Thenffor fomcRules 01 DireGions how we mult redeem ut, 

Uſe ED Rulc 1, A void ne every thing that would binder us from taking the opportanity,. 
What thoſe things are you have heard before; as ignorance, ſloth, and love of 
ficſbly liberty. M-.ny other particulars might be coumerated, but chictly and eſpe. 
cially foregoe we theſe. 

Rule. 2. Repent we of all former miſ-improvings of our time. Therc is no other way , 
of rxecompenling former unfruitfulne(s but by repentance and atter diligence. This 
is the ſcond table aſter ſhipwrack; in this way we may redeem, or buy back again the 
time that is paſt, The very word reſipiſcentia lignitics to be wiſe again, after all our tor- 
mer folljes, Oh thatever any ſhould beſo unworthy as todcecry this godly- Golpelegole 
den Rule. 

Rule 3. Live we every day as if every day were the laft day we bad to live. This Rule 
or dixcEion is ſo comprehentive, that I mult needs break it into particulars, Supe 
polc then 1 were to begin this day;and that ] look't on this day as the laſt day ofmy 
life, how ſhould T xedcem my time; cr ſpend this day ? I anſwer. —— | 

: 1. My fixſtand morning-thoughts ſhould be on God, or on ſomething in oder to 
Pial. 130.4. his ſervice. My Soxl waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch for the Mory- 


forth tby loving kindneſs f the Morning, 
God, when 1 awake, | a 


| 
If2, 26. ſpenteither in a way of Meditation, or of Prayer; and iny Duties lic 10 both. { 
2. I ſhould meditate. I ſhall not determine whether Morning or Evening may be ; 
more ſuitable for ſet,deliberate,and ſolemn meditation ? onely chis I affirm, that ci- F 
ther a ſolemn, or an occafional meditation is a Mornirg-duty. In ſome ſort medi- 
Plal. 5.1, 2.3. tation and prayer ſhould ever go together 3 and Dayid thus. couples them. Give ear 
to my words, O Lord, conſider my meditation, bearken 10 the voice of my cry ——\ly 
voice ſhalt thou hear in the Morning, O Lord, in tbe morning will I dire} my prayer uni» 
thee. Now theſc Morning-rmeditations ( it occafional or cjaculatory ) may be on ſuch i 
Objcas as thele. ; : 
1. Upon my firſt waking | may think on that Morning of my Reſurrc&ion, when k 
Ifa. 29. 19. the Lord wilt awake me from the duſt; it is but a while ll che crump ſhall (ound, | 
| Awaky, and fing ye that dwell in the duſt, for thy dew is as the dew of berbs, and then i} 
ſhall the earth caſt out ber dead. . 
2, Upon fight of the Morning-ſun T may think on that Sun of Rightcouſnels that 
enlightens Heaven. The Sun that ſhines on me was only created for this nether t 
World, and yet how glorious is it ? Oh then what light is'there in chat Ciry above ( 
Re, 21, 23, that hath no need of Sun, or Moon, or Star, for theglory of God doth lighten it, and tht F 
Lamb is the light thereof, | | by 
3. pon the putting cn of my apparcl I may think on that garment of Righte- - 


ouſncſs where with my ſoul cither is or ſhould becloathed, Alas ! what 1s this - 
wal 
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ward Robe but a Rag, or at beft an excrement of dead worms of which I have little 
xaſon to be proud ? But my Souls Robe is as a garment cut out »f the Sun, and put 
apon Me, And there appeared a great wonder in Heaven, a woman cloathed with the 
$#n.Oh that I may be cloathed with that Sun of Righteouſneſs, or with that Right- 
ouſnels ofthe Son of God, that I may appear bcforeGod as ] am in him, purcand (potleſs, 

1 ſhall not inſtance in any other objeds of my Mornings meditation ; only it I find 
my ſpirit moſt aQive and fit tor meditation at ſuch a time 7 ſhould then go on, and 
ſpare more time for ſet, deliberate, and folemn meditations, TT 

2, 1 fhould pray ; and to this Duty / may joyn the reading of the Word. That 


Rev. I2: 


thisis a mornings Duty the Scripture is expreſs : Intbe Morning will [ dire} my pre- PLL. 5. 3. 
yer #nto thee, and will look up. — And in the morning ſhall my frayer' prevent Plal, 88.13, 
thet,— And evening, and morning, and at noon will Ipray, and crie aloud, and be Pal. 55. 17. 


all bear my voice, Itis true, that Prayer and rcading of the Word arc two 
diſtin exerciſes, yet that they mutually help one another is moſt manifelt, and cons« 
ſequently are fit to be joyned together 3 for the word miniſters matter of prayer, and 
sthe ground of cur pctition, who have no promiſe. to be heard, unleſs we ask acg 
cording to God's word, x Fob. 5. 14. And the fitne(s oi the morning for theſe 'cx- 
cafes 15 evident, not only becauſe the firlt of time belongs unto God, but alſo the 
heart being then moſt tree trom worldly thoughts, it 15 taercivic firtelt for Boly ex» 
erciſes; and withal, when in the beginning of the day the heart of man is ſeaſoned 
with Holineſs, and with the fear of God, he (ſhall find himſelf the better fitted to 
wa k humbly with God all the day after. | 
2, All the reſt of the day till evening ſhould I ſpend my time in the Duties of 
wy particular calling, nor know I the lealit reaſon why any man 1n the world, high 
or low, richor poor, ſhould be herein exempted, Aram muſt not eat bis bread with- 
ont ſweat and labour, Abel was a keeper of ſheep. Cain tiller of the ground. Fabal 
wes 6 Tent-maker, Fubal the father of ſuch as bandle the barp. Tubal Cain an Ar- 
oficer in Braſs and Iron. All the the Patriarchs of Iſracl were but Shepherds; and 
Jeſus Chil hum(clf was a plain Carpenter. | 
But you may objec, may | not herein Icſe my time as to God's ſcrvice ? One would 
think, if chis were my lalt day I ſhould donoother work but pray, or hear, or read, 
or meditate, &c, I an(wer 
| 4. I grant there are ſuch times wherein God calls us extraordinarily to ſuch fpiri- 
tua} Duties all the day long ; as cither in aflictions felt or feared, or in ſome ſpecial 
mercies expeQed or receiycd. And there arc thoſe times we call the Lords dayes, 
wherein we are'to do no work ordinarily but of a Spiritual nature And there are ſuch 
times whercin God holds forth an opportunity of excrcifing graces, or of doing good; 
ſo to embrace the occafion is one piece or part of our redeeming time, As we 
ove opportwnity let us do good to all men. And your care of me hath flouriſhed again, 
yo Paul to his Philzppians ) but ye lacked opportunity, It ſcerns their care for the 
lile was intermirted for a ſcafon, for want of oppertunity to ſend unto him, but 
now they put forth again as flowers in Spring. 1 doubt not but in ſuch caſes 
mak we may, aud mutt tor the time diſpenſe with our particular callings. 
ef, 
_ 2. Inmy ordinary conſtant daily courfe I am to be in the exerciſe of my Parti- 
cular calling, with which I may cither mingle ſome aQings of grace, or cjaculatory 
Duties, as ſuddenly to look up to Heaven, and to behold the face of God, to whom 
I am to approve my felf in my particular calling , or if they clath, I am ſolcly to follow 
my particular calling, and to leave other Spiritual aRings till rhcir appointed ſeaſon, 
or do I herein decline God's ſervice. For 1. I follow my calling out of an awtul re+ 
ſpe@ to the cye, preſence, and command of God, who hath ſaid. Six dayes ſhalt thou la- 
bour; Yea I do what I do in civil buſineſs as the work of Chrilt , (o that I may lay at 
that time now am [ about the work of God, and of Feſus Chriſt, 
2, Sccing my ſelf thus working for him, I may cafily apprehend that for that time 
honour God as much, nay more by the meancli ſervile worldly a, than if 1 ſhould 
Ipcnd all that time in Prayer, Meditation, or any other Spiritual employment to 
which I had nocall at ſuch a time. It is noted therefore, by ſome, of Peter's Wives 
Mother, that when Chriſt had healed her of her Feaver, ſhe ſat not down at Table 
with Chrift in Communion with tim, which ( no queſtion) was {weet, but ſhe _ 
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ſtered wnto them ( i.e; ) the ran to and fro, ard ſerved him, and ated for him, whey, 


_ in ſhe ſhewed more love, and gave him more honour, than if at that time ſhe had 
enjoyed Communion with himin a nearcr way. | 

But I hear others objec, May I not take up ſome little of this time in recreati 

weed ons? what, muſi I alwaycs be on my calling? Is there not @ time 20 every purpoſe gy, 


3ely 4+ ; Heaven? a time to weep, aud a time t0 laugh; a time to mourn, and a tim, ty 
Kee, 

I anſwer : There is indeed a time to recreate 3 but that time is then, I (ay gov 
then, when our bodics or minds arc wearicd with our other employments. O why 
a ſad'thing it is to ſee many ſpend a whole day, it may be a whole week in unnecef, 
ry finful recreations | What, is this to redeem the time ? or dare I thus ſpend the jig 
day of my life in this world ? Surely, God's people that make conſcience of tha 
Duties, ſhould not meddle at any time with recreations( though in themſelves yy. 
ful ) without true cauſe, and a juſi calling thereunto 3 nor ſhould they uſe themany 
longer, nor to any Otherend, but only to quicken their minds, or to rein: 
their bodies, that ſo they may return with fſorhe lightſomneſs and alacr 
to their callings again, He that ſpends his time laviſhly in recreations, is like him 
whoſe Garments are made of fringes, and his meat nothing but ſauces. Iam nors; 
gainſt recreations lawfully uſed , but God forbid that we ſhould trifle away ourtige 
( more worth than worlds ) upon fooliſh, vain, empty, «nd unneccflary toyes, 

3- The evening ſhould be cloſed up with ſpiritual dutics. If you ask what 
Ducies? I an{wer. | 

1. Theevening is a time for prayer, Let my prayer be ſet forth before thee as Incenſe 


Plakt4t.2. 1d the lifting up of my bands as the evening ſacrifice, To, this of praycr 1 joynreads 
ing the S:ripturc, and good books 3 tor it is fit tocloſe up the day with the lame du 
tics wherewith we began it, : 

"RU 2. The evening was ſaae's time for meditations And Iſaac went out to meditate in th 


Þ field at the even-tide, It may bein this Duty the morning is not fo ſcafonable (or 
ſome tempers 3 but ſhall the evening paſs without ſome ſpiritual Holy meditations? 
Some conceive the evening to be the very [cafon of ſet and deliberate meditation;nd 
in'this caſe how fruitful might 1 be in the uſe of that Ordinance of Looking unto Ziſm, 
&s be carries on tbegreat work of our Salvation from firſt to 1aſt ? O that this Duty sf 
meditation, cither on that, or any other ſpiritual ſubjc&, were not fo negleRedgit 

Jod. 1.8. Is by Chriſtians themſelves! The Lord gave Jofpua a charge, that he ſhould weditate 

ſalt: ox bis Law day and night , and David's charaCter of the blefſed man is, that bs: delight 

Pſal. 63.6. Zin the Law of the Lord, and in bis Law doth be meditate day and night» AndDs 

x Tin, 415. 54s own praQice was to remember God upon bis bed, and to meditate on him intht 

' night-watches, And PauP's charge to Timotby was to meditate upon ſpiritaal thing, 
and to give himſelf wholly to them, Or if you'l have another proof for the cvening- ſeaſon, 
; not only was it 1/azc's time, but David's time, Mine eyes prevents tbe night-watches,thit 

Plal. 11.148. 7 might medit ate in thy word. 

3. Theevening is a ſeaſon for (clf-examination, This is another glorious ordi- 
nance which many Chriſtians uſe occafionally, and againft ſome good time; butto 
ſet ſomne time apart for this every evening, and that in conſcience, as they do tor reat- 
ing the word, and Prayer, where is the Chriſtian almoſt to be found ? I am fureit 
was David's charge, Commune with your own heart upon your bed, aud be ſtill, And 
agreeable to this was his praGice, I call roremembrance my ſong in the night, I com- 
Dal. -9.6, Mme with my own beart, and my ſpirit made diligent ſearch, Chryſoftom on thele 

*71-% words of David, What means this ( faith he ) commune with your owon hearts upon your 
Poſt danam, bed ? thus anſwers himſelf, after ſupper-time, when ye are going to ſleep, and are ready 
Chryſoft. Exz- to ly down on bed, and have great quiet and filence, without the preſence or difturbanc 
poſ.in.Pſ 2.4.4. of any, then ere(t 8 tribwnal for the conſcience —— And when neither friend diſturb! 
Docuerant ns you nor ſervants provoke you, nor multitudes of buſineſs dopreſs upon you then take ## #+ 
Leno. conut of your life, what you have dont in the day-time before, And Dorcthens layes 
voth, tom. down as a rule which the Chriſtians of bir time had learned of their fore-fatbers, that i 
Biblioth. Pot;. the evening they ſhould queſtion themſelves bow they hadpaſſed thecday. Oh that Chi 
P: 14+ ftians now would Sum vp-their accounts at the toot ot cvery page, 1 mean, that the) 
would call themſelves to ſcrutiny every evening when they arc rcady £0 C 
themſelyes to ſleep, as to the little Images of Death ! The 
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"'Thcevening is a fcafon to confider my Friviledges in Chriſt. When Shvis 
was ready for his B:d.1 will lay me down in peace,and ſleep ( aich he, )for thow Lord only 
mokeſt me drvell in ſafety. See how he ſpeaks of peace, and reſt, and ſleep, and ſafety : 
all theſe were Priviledges. Me thinks it is a ſweet concluſion of a good dayes work, 
anda bleſſed farewel to theWorld if this evening were my laſt, and that immediately I 
mult goto God,to conſider of ſome of thoſe glorious Priviledges in God and Chriſt, I 
might inſtance in my peace, andreſt, and ſleep, and ſafety, by vertue of a promiſe, or 
covenant of Grace ; or I might inſtance 1n my Election, Redemption, Reconciliation, 
Adoption, Sandification, Glorification : But becauſe theſe are commonly handled ; 
ind our communion with God and Chriſt, andthe ſpirit of Chriſt is the moſt raviſking 
Priviledge in this World, my foul carries me out for the preſent to pitch on this. 


— 
I 


—— 
Plal. 48. 


* One of our Worthies hath writ eminenly on it ; and for a taſte of his excellent work, * Dr. Owens 


the ſweeting of wy laſt thoughts with ſuch an excellent ſubjeR,T ſhall contra it thus, 
1. 1 would conſider my communion with God tht Father in love, This the Father pe- 
" euliarly fixes upon the Saints z andthis they are immediately to eye bim in, God is love. 
Chriſtians de 4 of times with exceeding troubled bearts concerning the thoughts of the 
Father towards them ;, they are well perſwaded of the Lord Chriſt and bis good will ; 
the difficulty lies in what is their acceptance with the Father, what 1s his bears toward ; 
them? Now here is the work of the Goſpel to diſcover the love of the Father : this is the 
will of God, that be may alwayes beeyedas being. kind, tender, loving, yea as the Foun 
tain aud Spring of all gracious Communications and fruits of love z; and when Chriſftians 
apprebend this, that God is love, andſo reſt upon bim, and delight in him as ſuch, then 
have they communion with the Father in love. 
Now for the exerciſe of my ſoul in this bleſſed communiog,the direGions are ſuch as theſe... 
1. 1 muſt eye the Father as Love, I muſt not lookon bim as one that is alwayes angry; 
but as one moſt kind and tender in himſelf, and as one that hath bad thoughts of kindneſs 
rwards his Saints from everlaſting. | 
2. I muſt ſo eye the love of the Father, as to receive it by faith , 1 muſt believe this love 
of God as for my ſelf. Certainly bis love is pot mine, nor will it be mine in the ſweetneſs 
of it, untill it be ſo received, Either I muſt know it, aſſent to it, embrace it, and have all 
my offeGions filledwith it,or it will be in vain ajto my Communiou with God the Father. 
, This love muſt bave its proper fruit and efficacy upon my beart in a returs of love to 
bim again, To this 4s neg loves, that hemay be belovedchis is the return that bedemands, 
My ſo, give me thy heart,thy offeQions,thy love OrbePriviledgeofSaints!they baye meat to 
eat that the World knows not of they bave cloſe communion and fellowſhip with the Father; 
they deal with him in the interchange of love; ſo that every one of themnay ſay If T have hatred 
inthe World, [ will goe where I am ſure of love; though all others arc hard to me,yct 
my Father is tender and fall of compallion, I will goe to him,and ſatisfic my felfin him. 
4+ I would confider of my communion with God the Son in gract. . $0 the Apoſtle 
ſpeaking of our communion with him as Mediator, concludes his Epiſtles, The grace of 


communion 
God the Fa- 
ther, Son,and 
Holy Ghoſt. 


Pro, 23.26* 


1 Cor, 6. 23. 


eurLordJeſusChriſt be with you all.Not to mention any otber gr ace,but bis perchaſed grace Gal 6. 18. 


of juſtification,or 07 mg withGod the direQions for thisCommunion are ſuch as theſe... 

| muſt eye Chriſt's doings and ſufferings ;, not as for kimſelf but for bis Saints, and for 
their Righteouſneſs, He was made under the Law, that we might receive the adopti- 
on of Sons, And he bare our fins in his body on the Tree. This was the end of Chriſt's 
life and death, to work out a compleat Righteouſneſs for believers, as to a perfedt acceptati- 
on before God, . _ 

I muſt approve of this Righteouſneſs of Chriſt as that alone which is abſolutely com- 
Pleat, and able to make me acceptable before God, Of this I am convinced , that if 
die this night, there is a neceſſity of a Righteouſneſs, wherewith 1 mult 2 pear before God 
endif I bave nothing to commend me unto God but my 0wn Righteouſneſs ob bow ſhowld 
I appear before bis glory ?- there is no other name but Chriſt whereby I caw be ſaved ; 
and there is no other Righteouſneſs but (briſts whe reby 1 can be juſtified. Sarely 
ſhall one ſay, in the Lord have I Righteouſneſs and frength. - Ko 

' 3+ I maſt make an allual commutation with theLord Jeſus as to my ſinr,1ud bis Righte- 
ouſneſs, And to that pierpoſe 1, 1 muſe bearken to the voice of Chriſt calling me to bim 
with my bxrthen, Come tome thou poor ſoul with thy guilt of fin, for that is mine g 
this agreement I made with my Father from all Eternity, that I ſhould coriie, and 
take thy fins and bear them away 3 they were my lot, give me thy burden, give me 
Wall thy fins, thou knoweft not whit to do with them, I know how to diſpoſe of them 
well enough, ſo that God ſhall be glorified, and _ delivered, , 2. Upon this 

call 


Epheſ. 6. 24. 
Phil. 4. 23+ 
Gal. 4. 4, $+ 

I Thefl. 5.28. 
2 Theſl.3. 18; 
Gal. 4. 2» 

I Pet,2 24» 
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call 4muſt lay down my ſins at the Croſs of Chriſt upon bis ſhoulders. This is faiths 
great and bold adventure upon thegrace, faithfulneſs, and truth of Chriſt, to jtayd | 
the Croſs, andſay, Ah! he is bruiſed for my fins, and wounded for my tranſgreſſions 
and the chaſtiſement of my peace is upon him : H: is thus made tin for me has 
I give up my fins to him that is able to bear them 3 he requries at my hands thy] 
ſhould be content to throw my fins upon him, and: to this 1 conſent. 43, Hay, 
#bus by faith given up my fins to Chriſt, | muſt draw nigh, and take from bim that Righy, 
ouſneſs which be hatb wrought out for me : To this purpoſe be tenders bimſelf and hi; 
Righteouſneſs to be my Rigbteouſneſs before God z and by my ac-eping of it, I compleat thi 
bartering andexchange of faith, and come into communion with Feſus Chriſt ,as to my. 

2 Cor.s, 21, ceptation with God bygrece,He was made lin for us that we might become the Righte. 
ouſneſs of God in him. 

[on 14-26, 3. I would conſider of my communion with the boly Ghoſt in comfort, We read uſy;l 


ohn 15. 26. 3x tbe Goſpel that he is the Comforter. Ob the condeſcenſion of the Holy Ghoſt | he wi. 
ohn 16. 7. lingly proceedeth, or comes forth from the Father to be onmr Comforter ,, be knew what gy ' 
were, and what would be our dealings with bim ; be knew we would grieve bim, proviye 
bim, quench bis motions, defile bis dwelliugeplace, and yet he would come to be our Con. 
forter, Now for my communion with the boly Ghoſt berein the direfions are theſe, __ 
I. I muſt ash, bim of the Father in the name of Jeſus Chrift, This is the dail 
workef Believers ; they lo. k upon, and conſider the boly Gboſt as promiſed to be ſent, andin 
this promiſe they know lies all their grace, peace, mercie, and comfort ; for by him |, 
Luke 11. 13- promiſed ere theſe things communicated. O then bow ſhould I ask bim of the Fatber who is a 
ready to beſtow bim o# me, as | am to give my children bread? Tt ye being evil know how 
to give good gifs unto your children, how much more ſhall your Heavenly Father 
give the holy Spirit to them that ask him? 
2c If comfort come, 1 muſt learn to att faith diſtiniily ou the Holy Ghoſt, as the in. 
mediate efficient cauſe of all my comfort. [t may be the Spirit is given, and be tenders, or 
adminiſters conſolations, but then [ do not confider bim as the Comforter, whby ſurly 
this grievs bim : a lively faith will take notice of bis kindneſs ; upon every work of conje- 
lation that. I receive, I ſheuld write this Motto, This is frem che Holy Ghoſt, he is 
my Comforter, and the God of all my conſolation. 
' 3+ I muſe return praiſe and thanks, and bonour, and glory, and bleſſings to bim 
#he account of thoſe comforts I receive from bim, When I feel my ſelf warmed witbjiy 
ſupported with peace, or eſtabliſhed in obedience, ] ſpould then aſcribe to bim the praiſe 
that is bis due. And this praifing of bim is no ſmall part of my communion with bin, 
Say now, is not here a Priviledge worthy of my conſideration > would not 4 
Pſal. 119. $4, thought of this, and my aQing in this, leave a ſweet ſavour in my ſoul when lim 
pol, " going to my Bcd as to my grave? David could ſay, Thy ſtatutes have been my ſing 
Pal. 44 ;. inthe bouſe of my Pilgrimage; | have remembredtby name O Lord in the night. And my 
Tfa. 26.9, ſexl ſhall be ſatisfied ar with marrow and f.tneſs, and my m nth ſhall praiſe thee with joy 
- Job3s. 10, fall lips, Ay, but when muſt this be? He antwers, Whex I remember thee upmny 
Pal. 42.8: Bedg and meditateon thee inthe night-watches, And he faſtens it as a Duty upon 
Plal: 77:6: 411 Saints, Let the Saints be joyful in glory, let them ſing aloud upon their beds, And 
the Church reſolves upon it, With my ſoxl bave I defired thee in the night, and with 
my ſpirit within me will | ſeth, thee early, Surely it is God ( ſaith Elibu who giveth 
Jongs in the night. And in the night ( faith David) bis ſong ſhall be with me, And 
'twaSa bleſſed remedy to his heavy Soul, I call ro remembrance my ſong in the night. 
Oh that with ſuch thoughts and conſiderations of my communion with God, and 
Chriſt, and the ſpirit of Chriſtor of ſome other Priviledge, I might cycry night goto 
my Bcd! for then like the Philomele ſhould I fing in the night;yea then would my Soul 
be ſatisfied as withMarrow and fatneſs, and my Mouth would praiſe bim with joyful lot 
I might inſtance 'in many other duties which would: then be ſcaſonable, but 
theſe arc the main g andif this day were my laſt day, or if this night I mult fie; 
my laft in this world, yet I ſhould comfortably hope that in the doing of theſe duties 
in « ſpiritual manner, Thad in good meaſure redeemed my time ; and that when 1 4 
wake, though I never awake till the ReſurreRion day, yet then ſhould | (ee God 
face toface, and 1 ſhow/dbe ſatisfied with bis likensſs : Pal. 17+ 15. 
I haye now done, only before we part, I would ſay ſomething of the deceaſed pate 
ty as to our cdification, and ſo an cnd, etl 
You know I have been ſparing in this way, becauſe of many abules, and eſpecially 
becauſe all promiſcuouſly look for praiſes at their death, howſoever they ſpend rheit 
life. But now God hath rcmoved me from this paſtoral charge, and I ſhall not here 
perform many of theſe laſt offices of love, probably never more than thisz and there- 
forc at this time I ſhall crave your patience and attentions to what may bc (poke. 
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The Duty Iam preſſing on you, is to redeem the time z aad this I belicve of the deceaſed party 
that (he redeemed ber $3me. I ſhall not ſpeak of her Birth, Education, Progeny, Nobility : 
Srmmats quid faciunt ? Alas | what's all this to a Funcral-Sermon ? Nor ſhall ] ſpeak of her 

outh or flouriſhing times as Jam a firanger to it, fo | believe ſhe had, or might have her fail- 
$in that time» The temptations of honour, riches, proſperity, and youth are ſtronger than 
= imagine z and therefore prayed Dowid, Remember not the fins of my yeuth : Pſal. 25. 7. and 
all that arc honourable may pray, Remember not the ſins of my bonour, nobility, and greatniſrin the 
world, For my part | ſhall not rake notice of theſe things, or of thoſc times, but rather ſpeak of 
her redeeming #be time, ſince that time that forſaking the World in great meaſure, ſhe gave up her 
ſ:|fin a more retired and ſolitary way toſcrve her God. 

Now then if here ] begin 3 She hath for theſe many years redecmed bey time z, as thus, 1. Ta life, 
2 Jo Death. : | | 

;, Tn life, it will appear in her general and particular calling. 

* For the firſt, ordinarily every Morning and every evening ſhe was exerciſed in thoſe duties 
of Meditation and Prayer ; This was hexcourſe, not by fits and farts, but daily, in her plea» 
ant Walks, or private Chamber, ſhe ſpent both her carly and later houres in Communion with 
God, Nor ſpeak T thisby report onely, for of her goodneſs and bounty ſhe was pleaſed every 
Spring to invite me to her Houſe, and by this meanes | was acquainted with her conſtant courſe. 
Jndeed | was the more willing to embrace her welcome, becauſe her Houſe ſeemed co me as 
8 Colledge for Religion, or as a retirement from the noiſes and more frequeent Temptations of 
the World, and this gave her, and me, and all that pleaſed, an happy opportunity to continue 
our devotions without interruption, Some Books ſhe had for contemplation, others for an Holy 
conyerſation, others for meditation, others for devotion of all ſorts ſome, znd of all theſe ſorts 
ſhe made ſome uſe z but of all books for confiant uſe and practice ſhe preferred the Bible, telling 
me often that other Books had their uſe and delight; till with often reading they became more 
ordinary, and then they ſeemed to loſe of their former luftre, glory, and excellency 5 bur the 
Bible was in her often-rcading ever freſh, and green, and new : She found in it fiill ſuch per 
petual fireams of Holy, Heavenly, and Spiritual delights, that ( as Teri#/liox faid ) ſhe could 
not but admire and a dore the fulneſs of the Scriptures. | 

2+ Ordinarily ſhe ſpent the reſt of the day ia her works of the needle; with her maids a» 
bout her : Or if other things of Houſwifery had interpoſed, ſhe was never ſo tranſported with 
honour, as toſcormn ker duty in the way ofa particular calling. Well ſhe had learnt that idleneſs 
wasthe ruſt and canker of the ſou], the Devils cuſbion, pillow, chicf repoſal, his very tide-time 
of Temptation ; and therefore with confcience and faithfulneſs ſhe was diligent in her particu« 
hr, as well as general, calling. Now and then ſhe would have viſited poor cottages, and re- 
lieved their neceſlitics 3 but ever was ſhe courteous to the Neighbourhood, and careful in the 
affairs of hex own Houſe. Take all together, and for ought I know ſhe might be a pattern to 
moſt of the Ladies in our Nation, or at leaſt asa bright Morning-fiar among other ſtars, 

2, She redeemed ber time in death, or near her death 53 now indeed ſhe was taken off her par- 
ticular calling, and therefore this time ſhe ſpent ( as ſhe could for fickneſs ) in the exerciſe of 
ſpiritual duties, and ſpiritual graces. For dutics ſhe was much in them, of which we ſpeak be 
fore and for graces ſhe ſhined, and was moſt eminent in ſuch as theſe, As 

1. In meekneſs; She was of a meek and quiet ſpirit : ſeldome have I ſeen her exorbitant in 
paſſions, but often have T ſeen her amid provocations quiet, meck, gentle, and ealic to be in- 
treated, Jn her ſickneſs ſhe carried it asa lamb ; not a word of oellon or peeviſhnels iſſued out 
of her lips, ſo far as I obſerved. The very Image of Chriſt was, in this reſpeR; drawn fair with- 
in her, Learn of me, for 7 am meek,; Matth. 11.29. Chriſt a meek Chriſt, and ſhe a meck creature, 

2. In humility, She was of high deſcent, and ſprung of Royal blood z yer humble in heart, 
and lowly in ſpirit. She never ſcorned the pooreſt Creature, but often looped to' wonderful 
condeſcentions, as I conceived. In her fickneſs, as well as death, ſhe laid her honor in the duſt. 
She was far from the opinion of them that think humility a debaſement, and meekniſs a derogation 
from their repwtezno, no, ſhe had othewiſe learned of Chriſt; humility was her Ornament, and 

Aherewith ſhe decked her ſelf ( in the Apoſtles language x Pet.5.5.) or cloathed her (elf, both 
n health and in ſickneſs, when ſhe could put on no other cloathing,, Hence ſhe was (tiled by 
ſome, the bumble barmleſs Lady. 

3- In patience, ſubmiſſion, and contentedneſs of ſpirit to be at God's diſpoſal. She had a ſore 

cknels, and becauſe ofher former health it was to her the ſorer. Of many years before ſhe had 
not layn fick in Bed one day, but many a turn had ſhe took in her Walks and Gallery, and 
rough much exerciſe in that way ſbChad the advantage both of her health and communion 
$ but now the Lord laid her on a B:d of fickneſs, not for a day, or two, or three, or 

+ but for along while together. She that before had walked with God, was now God's pri- 

ry and ſuch was the nature of the ſickneſs, that ſhe could not flir nor move one foot, yet 

n lhe paticnt and ſubmiliyc to God's hand ; ſhe kiſſed the rod, the learnt the Ch 
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kilo I will bare the indignation of the Lord, becauſe I bave finned againſt him : cAMigc, . 
She never murmured not repined one, whit, but as ſhe was taught,. ſo ſhe learnt and confong, 
co that frame of Eli and David. Lord berel am, do with me as ſeems gonad in thine own eyes, 

4+ In faith. She was ever and anon,during her, ficknels aGing faith , often ſhe acknow!eg F 
her own nothingneſs, vilenels, wretchednels 3 thit ſhe was of little faith, and of no ability, i; 
refpe& ofher (elt , to help her (clf. Indced her weaknels in faith, ingrace, and in all performany, 

was her conſtant complaint z and this made me to mind her of that promife, that be gyyjy,, 
quench the ſmmeking flax, nor breakibe b niſed reed, until be brought forth judgement unto vidor;; 
M2t. 1 2+ 20, Some others T have fecn moſt contident in their ficknels of ſalvation, whom hg, 
I dare not cenſure, beauſe unacquainted with their grounds, yet I ingenouſly acknowledge 14, 
T like dearly of an humble, trembling, f(clf-condemning frame, Surc I an, that they why we 
vileſt in their own eyes, are perſons in whom God moſt delighreth. I remember how Paul ip cir. 
rure be ipattered himſclf, but arc not thoſe p;f[:ges his beauty-pots ? Give me a man arhong(i yo 
that will lick the duſt of Feſus feet,jand I darc ſay of ſuch a one, that Chriſt will take him into kj; 
armes, and lay him in his boſome : it was her condition, the was all in conftfhon of hex (pirituy) 
poverty, yet ſhe caſt her felf into the bleſſed-bleeding armes of Jeſus Chrili ; yea ſhe lay at hisker 
crying, Lord, [ believe, belp thou my nnbelief : and again,, I reſt wpon Chrijt, and upon Chrit a 
lene for Heaven and Salvation : and again, Though the Lord ſliy me, yet will I truſt in bin; 44 
again, He bath delivered, and he doth deliver, and 1 truſt in bim thit be will deliver me ſtill ; yy 

" again, Hold out fiith, and anou thou wilt come to viſion, This laſt word, bold ont faith, wy 
of the laſt words ſke ſpake on that lat day of her lite. | 

5. In her love to Miniſters. Her heart was wholly ſet on Chriſt ; and as a true lignof it, 
loved Chrilts image, eſpecially in his Miniſters, And nowlI ſpeak my own lofs ; among other 
\h2 was pleaſe to caſt her affcions on the unworthiclit ot all my Maſters meiſcngers, In herli: 
time ſh: preferr'd n.e to this placezthe Lord made her the firſt wheel of his providence in bring 
mc hither, and it was ſome trouble to her ſpirit that I left this paſtoral charge before ſhe let the 
Wc Id. Indeed ſhe honoured all the Minifiers of Chriſt, yea the very funQtion it (elf for Chrilt ki 
ſake. Oh how will ſhe riſc up in judgement at the laſt day againſt thoſe that make it their work 
reproach, vilifie, and contemn the diſpenſers of Gods word; 

6. Ia her love and charity towards all, Many diſcords have been in theſe fad times; and (+ 
hath tuffcred much im many reſpets, yet in her approaches near to the confines of Eternity, 
defired her to forgive others, as ſhe delired God to forgive her 3 at which ſhe proclamed it y 
affeCtionately, that Sbe freely forgave all the World ; and ſhe deſired all whom ſhe bed offended ti fr. 
give ber. Her children then kneeling about her, ſhe gave then a bleſling, as Jacob gave to Juſgh 
and his children ; this bleſſing was pronounced with that cheerfulneſs, heartine(s, and fervency 
ſpirit,that it mcited hearts, and cauſed afiood of tcars round about, her Bed;in ſo much that ſhe ws 
force to rouz2 up her ſelf, and to beſpeak them, as Chriſt did thoſe,weeping women, Weep nd fi 
me,but weep for your ſelves;wby ſhould you weep for me that am going 20 my Chriſt ,and to thoſe poyerpre 
pared by Chrift? And then ſhe gave a charge 3 the ſubject of it was a relative, reſpeCive duty t 
be pertormed by brethren it concern'd him moſt who was the begining of ber ſtrength, or theer- 
cellency of her power ; Gen. 49. 3. and fo far as Fuſtice, or Religion calls, I preſume it will ner 
be forgotten by him, 

7. Inher delire to dic, and to be with eſus Chriſt, which was beſt of all. Sometimes ſhe cried, 

Ob when will that good hour come | And again ſometimes, Ob that 1 were diſſolved, that I might be 
with Chriſt ! But telling her of her duty, that ſhe muſt wait, for waiting was a poſture fitfor 
(ervants; Fſal. 1 23. 2:, Behold as tbe eyes of ſervauts look unto tbe band of their Maſters,aud anbe 
eyes of a maiden unto the haud ef ber Miſireſs, ſo our eyes wait upon the Lord our God until be bnt 
mercy uponus, Way then ( aid ſhe ) I willl wait, wby Lord I will wait until my change ſhall camt 
' Only ſhe mindedthat promiſe, Heb. 10. 37, For yet a very little while, and be that fhall come wil 
come, and he will not tarry, One thing was her trouble, ſhe was afraid that her ſtrong heart would 
not yield without much tirugling to the ſtroke of death; of this ſh: told me and others once and 
again; her reaſons were beſt known to her (cIf, but ſhe prophefied truly , for indeed when 
death cam: to her heart , ſh: uttered ſuch groanes that ſhe outgroaned all our priſe 
ers, At laſt death by degrees overcame the lirength of nature, and then (he calmly and quietly 
left the world in the midit ofour prayers; juſt in that paſſage, that her ſoul might be taken uply 
the L1rd Feſus Chriſt intotbe Bridegroom-chamber. 

You ſee now how ſhe redeemed the time in life and death. As Chrilt (aid to the Lawyer, ſo Tay 
to you, Go thou and do likewiſe, Luke. 10. 37. It isbut a while that all of you have fo live, a0 
therforc I beſcech you. improve time, lay hold ofevery ſeaſon to get to Heaven.Live every day # ifi 
were your laſt on earth. IWalk accurately exaiitly, circumſpcaly, uot as fools, but as we, B+ 
deeming the time, becauſe the dayes are evil. | 


. Soli Deo gloria. 


